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In 1792, the first Agricultural Society was formed in Niagarethe-
Lake (at that time It was called n
organizations devoted to improving agricultural life.

A major activity of these groups was the annual and semual fairs

and exhibitions. Whether bringing people from across the road or across
the province together, fairs allowed people to share their experiences and
knowledge and to feel part of a larger whole

The Shedden Fair traces its roots back to the Southwold and Dunwich
Agricultural Society, which was founded in 1854 to support local
farmers and showcase agricultural advancements.

Prominent Southwold pioneers affixed their signatures to documents that
formed the firstAgricultural Branch Society of the Townships of
Southwold and Dunwich of the Agricultur@bciey, April 1, 1854

John Horton, Amasa Wood, John Williams, Moses Warner, Zechariah
McCallum, Malcolm Campbell, Arch Thompson, Arch Pattersoh, Ni
McColl, Colin Mcintyre, Elisha Best, William Sells, Henry Hamilton, Don
Carmichael, James Ferguson, John Lumley, John McPhail and Arch
Carswell

TheearlyFair was located ifona on whatvas laterpart of Percy
Whall's farm.

About 1896 the Fair was mied fromlona toShedderon landrented
from Mr. Dougald Brown. The Fair's growth continued thandéil 1922
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In 1922,William Francis then rented to them a portion offlaisn
northwest of the village of Sheddémow Francis S).and next to the
Chesapdee and Ohio Railroad. There for the next thiygars the Fair
grew in exhibitsattendances and finances.

Photo of Shedden Fair (circa 1946\Villiam Francis Property

The fair was held on the property of William Francis on the northwest
corner of Shedde This area is now the end of Francis Street. The
railway can barely be seen between the hydro tower and the white
building on the top left corner of the photo. This picture was taken with
a view to thenortheast from the fairgrounds.

The barn in the fo centre of the photo is approximately wthe back

side of Ken and (904 Fransis SHtsw@avilise h o u s e
race track on the left ran parallel to the train track. Ken Howe

remembers that a ball diamond was set in the middle of the race track
Shedden Fair thrived at the Francis property until 1951 and a new
opportunity presented itself.



A Permanent Location

In 1951 Fair officials purchase landon No. 3Highway, just east of the
village of ShedderThis was the same property previously |elfsem
Mr. Dougald Browrfor the Shedden Fairs of 1896 to 19R2vas a
location long coveted by the Agricultural Society!

A hand drawn map of Shedden prepared by Mrs. Hugh Silcox in 1951
shows the locations of the fair grouras Francigroperty(left arrow)
and the site of the new locatiomght arrow), just east of the village.
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Volunteerscanvassed virtually the whole of the township within two
afternoons and raised more tl250Q $500more than the purchase
price of the twentyacres.There was great excitement across the
Southwold community as the Southwold and Dunwich Agricultural

Society began to visualize what was needed to make their new property
the best agricultural facility in Elgin County.
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Planning New Shedden Fair Grounds

A committee from the Fair Board included C. E. Moore, Cecil Miller.
Farnell Nimmo, Bruce Leeson. Clayton Chamberlain, Lawrence
Stafford, Dean Bogart, Morley Adams, Frank Miller, Kenneth

McLaughlin and a representative from the Department of Agriculture
laid ou the grounds.



On September 4,951,
farmers and businessmen
from all over Southwold
Township banded together
and sent sixteen tractors on
to the twentyacre plot
Within seven hours they
plowed and leveled the
large chunk of pasture lanc
into a new aea;the @ A s

Southwold and Dunwich Agrlculturéiomety Falr Grounds‘l’ he last fair
on the Francis property was held that September.
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This is the view facingeast on the new fair groundsthHar ol d Koy |
barnand siloin the distance.



A New B eginning!

The 98" Shedden Fair was held on the Southwold and Dunwich
Agricul tur al Soci ety QisSeptamber,3952 d d e n

Newspapenccounts ofhe property's historic first event highlighted its
promising future, statingj The new gr ouilereisar e spa
plenty of parking space, ample room for future erection of exhibition

and livestock buildings, an excellent midway setting, a ball field and one

of the best half mile tracks in th

AThe Fair Board purchased the grounds and plans aimou@ment
program to be carried out through future years. The layout is perfect for
a fall fair such as that held at Shedaden.
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Shedden Fair 1952 on the new grounds on Hwy #3 east of Shedden

The 1953 Fairwas Sheddés first twoday Fair Blessed wh clear skies
and ickal weatherthiswas the greatest in its history surpassing all fairs
before it!Gate receipt financial figuredoubled those of 1952!



Centennial Fair - 1954

As their newly developed fairgrounds began to take shape, the leaders of
the Southwold and Dunwich Agricultural Society turned their attention
to organizing the associationodos | a

By the time of the centennial celebrations in 1954, the Southwold and
Dunwich Agricultural Society had transformed its tieacre grounds

into a permanent home for the annual fair. Several structures stood as
testaments to the regionds ingenui
Buildingd once a fixture at the William Francis fair $itavas carefully
relocated and restored terse its purpose anew. A modest building,

formerly belonging to the New York Central Railroad, was also acquired
and repurposed as the Society's Office, anchoring the grounds with a
sense of permanence and progress.

The Shedden Women's Institute pledge@Gtward the construction of

a facility dedicated to serving meals and refreshments to fairgoers. True
to community spirit, a work bee was organized, and by the summer of
1953, a handsome aluminum structurgon known as thiéDining

Hallo stood ready to elcome visitors with warmth and hospitality.

Members of the Shedden Women's Institute and the Shedden United
Church Women's Association joined forces to provide fairgoers with
deliciously prepared meals and refreshments. Their collaborative efforts
were meé with such enthusiasm and success that the two groups
committed to continuing this popular and mwagbpreciated addition to

the Fair in the years that followed.

Bleachers were constructed to accommodate up to 300 fairgoers,
offering a prime vantage poifdr viewing events at the racetrack.



A 30-by-40-foot cement block structure was erected to serve as the
Livestock Building, providing a sturdy and functional space for housing
animals during the fair.

After three years of dedicated effort, the Board prpudiveiled what it
regarded as one of the finest haiile racecourses in the region. Built
with foresight and enthusiasm, the track boasted a broad &ayade
enough to accommodate the increasingly popular mechanical starting
gaté ushering in a new eraff raceday excitement and
professionalism.

In Septembel 954, the Southwold and Dunwich Agricultural Society
marked its 100th year with a vibrant centennial celebration that reflected
a deeprooted commitment to farming, innovation, and community. With
their fairgrounds newly expanded and modernized, Society leaders
transformed that yearos fair i1into
agricultural legacy.

The event showcased a rich variety of exhibitéof®m livestock and

field crops to home craft and junioompetition® designed to reflect

the evolving spirit of rural life. Schoahildren played an active role in

the festivities, offering displays and performances that highlighted youth
involvement in agriculture. Visitors were treated to historical display
special centennial souvenirs, and a program steeped in pride and local
tradition.

This milestone fair served not only as a look back at a century of
dedication, but also as a bold statement of confidence in the future of
farming in Elgin County.

The piee de résistance was the stately new entrance to the
fairground® gracefully designed and symbolizing a proud new chapter
I n t he SocAgsriking&e of Wroughtt imm gates and a



graceful arch were installed at the entrance to the fairgroumi$fiofed
between sturdy fieldstone pillars and framed by a classic white picket
fence, the new gatewagpresentethoth a tribute to tradition and a
symbol of enduring pride. At night, soft spotlights cast their glow from
the lower iron posts, lending thech a dignified presence to welcome

fairgoers with charm and distinction.
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Set into the ornamental stone gatepostsetwo distinguished bronze
plaques. One proudly listithe names of the 1954 Officers who guided
the Society through its centennial ye@ine otherfeatured thdormal

Il nscription: AnSout hwol
presented by the Ontario Department of Agriculture in recognition of
ser vi

one hundred years of

andlofadu n wi
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As a tangible expression of suppadhte Ontario Department of
Agriculture also awarded a $1,000 grant to the Sogiétyds that
helped bring the commemorative gates to fruition

At the dedication of the new gate and entrance,
Ontariobébs Minister of
ATommyThomas sal uted t
Societyand made a bold prediction on the
impressive new Shedden Fair Grounds.

AThose fair grounds could and should be
developed into a community centre for the entire districbpe that
will live to see theay when thee will be a yeafround recreational
centre for the youth who must assume the responsibilities of Tomorrow.

Ontario Agricultural Minister F.S. (Tommy) Thomas (September 18, 1954)

Presiding over theentennial celebration Shedden Fair PragidRoy
Inch wrote,

AThe Southwold and Dunwich Agricultural Society,
known to many as the Shedden Fair, is proud of the
development made since 1854 and with the place
the fair has made for itself as a showplace for
livestock and crops throughout Elgin Gdy. There
has been a big increase in the number of classes
available to an exhibitor for his entries. The
assistance and attendance of junior agriculturalists
and school children has greatly assisted too in the
growth of our faird
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Local newspapers havdéten profiled activities at the annual Shedden
Fair. The Centennial Celebration in 1954 provided many images of the
fair for newspaper subscribers!

e The §1.Thomas Times-Journal oo o
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Seen here in a 1958t. Thomas Times
Journalnews article, Ontario Ministry of ~ «
Agriculture specialist, William Babbitt (left) -
is assisted by Southwold judges Donald
McArthur (centre) and Dean Bogart (right)

in the judging of fruits and vegetables
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Events

As the Shedden Fair entered a new cenbfigperation the Southwold
and Dunwich Agricultral Society established a permanent home. Over
the ensuing seventyve years, the faihasremained a vibrant thread in
the fabric of the community. Beloved traditions were honored, fresh
events emerged to reflect the changing times, and others gracefully
stepped aside.

Over the years, various agriculture clubs were established to provide a
showcase for local farms. Later, youth clubs encouraged young people
in the raising of: cattle, dairy calf, horses, sheep, hogs, chickens, turkeys,
ducks, geese, granfruits and vegetables.

The Elgin County-A Beef Club held their These smiling youngsters are seen carrying
competitions at the Shedden Fair 1979. some of their exhibits into the busy building
Fictured here from the left are, Wayne Carroll,| | early this morning. From left to right: Carol
champion seer of the day, Wes Stafford, Beecroft, lona Station; MarityDawdy,
champion beef showman of the day, Bruce Southwold; Douglas McLaughlin, Southwold
Amos, judge, of Woodstock, and Nancy Pat Daugherty and his brother Roy, of
McCallum, grand champion beef heifer Southwold.(Circa 1959)
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Field Crop Competitions were started in 1928 areh regular feature

of Shedden Fair.

The Shedden Grain Club
made a good showing at th
Shedden Faiin 1949
Shown (lefti right) are
Clair Oldham, Lawrence
Station who won first prize
for his oats in the Grain
Club; Don McArthur,
assistant Agricultural
representative, and David
Bogart, Southwold Station,
who won first prize for his
sheaf in the Grain Club.

Women's exhibits included baking, butter, sewing, &ins and crafts,

flowers and fruits.

Three young Shedden Fair goeisw cakes and pies at
the Shedden Fair in 1959

Shedden Fair Official, Melba Marr
showed off the prize winning entry
in the competitionfor Best
Chocolate Gee. (Circd 960
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Following World War I1,Girls' Clubs were formed. A display of their
projects; gardening, flower arrangements, sewing and baking were an
interesting addition to the fair.

ElginCounty
Archives
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vegetable at the Fair. The display was also at Western Far in London, whe

received highest marks. Shown here are two members of the club, Mary B
Carrol (left) and Joyce Stafford, both of Shedd@m.ca 1950)

First prize for vegetables gwn in
competition by members of the
Know-How Club went to Violet Matrr,
left, with Nancy Carr taking second
(Circa 1951)
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The modern amenities of the Southwold Keystone Complex make
displays of flowers, fruits, vegetables, crafts and sewing much easier t
showcase!

Photos Courtesy of Karen Collard
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For decades, talented seamstresses and quilt makers from the region
have proudly showcased their craftsmanship at the Shedden Fair. Each
year, a vibrant array of artfully designed and exquisgétghed pieces

fills the display, celebrating creativity, tradition, and skill.

Since its opening in 1998, the Southwold Keystone Complex has served
as acornerstone of the Shedden Famviding ample space for vibrant

exhibits and
community e
celebratims. Its - .
spacious layout

has allowed

displays to

flourish, \ i ~*
showcasing local \ &
creativity and e \

vy N 7‘:' 4 I v ‘
B Fiischmann's Baking Poweer
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Photos: Courtesy of Karen Collard

tradition in grand \\
style. §
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Racing

Excellent programs of horse raciag the Y2 mile trackverepopular
eventseach year fothe enjoyment of faigoers While horse racing

owners were part of the regular fair circuit around southwestern Ontario,
local horsemen from Southwold had their animals primed for the local
Shedden Fair.

Roy Inch, Max EmeryJim
McLellan,Don FosterForbes
Oldham and Ken Bogart were
among the most passionate :
Southwold horsemen who traingé
and groomed their animals for [

Shedden competitions. Roy Inch
Photo: Courtesy of the Inch Family

l’Elgl n
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Horse acingaction stirred up the duat the Shedden Fair on the William Francis
property. (Circa 1946)
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The excitement of horses sprintingidothe home stretch at Shedden Fair
1959 was captured by Lorne Spice
background while another iconic building, The Corral (Country Club) is tg
right. Photo: Courtesy of the Spicer Family,

Long-time Shedden resident, Keith Orchard, recalled that the Corral
building was brought to the site as a barn. It was split vertically and the
half sections separated to form the west and east sides of the new
structure. The centre was filled in andtaliee sections tied together.
Years later, concrete blocks were set in place to form the front entrance
and provide space for a kitchen and washrooms.

Southwold residents are both frugal and talented to make the most
practical use of their resources!
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{ Popular horse breeder and racer Ken Bogart was one
‘j‘%ﬂ" of the more prominent personalities on the Shedden
Fair race program.

Mr. Bogart passed away early1881;his memory
was honoured with a special race in his name at
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Pari-mutual wagering was introduced to

Shedden Fair famwo years in the early 1980s.

= Howeva, fair organizers had the added cost

| of preprinted tickets butherewas 6t a | ar ¢
enough following to sustain the racing

program with the extra expense.

Following the destruction by fire of two horse barns, the racing program
was discontinued by tHate 1980s.
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Miscellaneous Displays

Displays of farm machinery, automobiles, household electrical
equipment and other modern innovations became regular features of the
fair throughout the post war perioéintique farm machinery draws keen
interest from Shedden Fair patrdng a team of horses is still popular!

P i ¥ - =1
BB S0
Phote:. Courtes
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y of the Spicer Fami(y:irca 2001)
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Horse racing wasnot t heSheddényairpopul
Il n 2001, photogr apher fALSchrome JSupmpc enrg
activities on the race track. | n t
|l nstitute ADiIining Hall" is evident

Nervous contestants stood by, eagerly awaiting the chancewcate

their horsemanshipn atest of agility and accuracy
Photos: Courtesy of the Spicer Family (Circa 2001)
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Kids Events

For the children, the opportunity to ride a pony has always been a
favourite activity at Shedden Fair.

Photo: Courtesy of the Smr Famlly (Clrca 2001)

(%v | ! Off To The Fair

' Aaron Beecroft, 6, and his twgearold
sister Karyn headet the SheddefRair

with their wagon full of vegetables and
wound up with second place in the chariot
division of the Children's Parade.

(Circa 1981)

“ElginCounty
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Shedden fairgrounds were a
hive of activity with midway
rides, food and game booths
being set up. Some local
youngsters were also on hand to
' make sure everything was being
” done right. Jason (front) and
Steven Palmer of Shedden tried
| out the merrygo-round hases

~ and found everything to be ship
shape in that areéCirca 1980)

Greg, 7 and his sister, Charmaine, 11,
proudly display a stuffed animal they wo

arethe children of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene
Harris, of St. Thomas(Circa 1977)

. Miniature train rides
__# \were aKids

ju attraction in the

¥ mid-2000s.

Photo: Courtesy of the
Spicer Family
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Facepaintingis a fun tradition for the
kids at Shedden Fair. This littlelfow is
a big fan of Spiderman and sits patient
while the artist transforms his image!

Photo: Courtesy of Karen Collard

Bike Winner-

Winner of the best decorated bike ai
the Shedden Fair 1979 was niyear
old Geoff Carder, of Shedden. He s:
hejust put as much 'stuff' on his bike
as possible. Geoff was a veteran at
bicycle decorating, having won the
top award before.

There are plenty of great activities for kids at Shedden Fair!
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Baby Shows

One of Shedden F&r most populartiractions is the Babyaw!

What's It All About? 'What's it all
about anyway', Andrew Plain 14

months, appears to be sayingits

cousin,Wesley Collard, rightatthe
Shedden FaiBaby Contest

(August 25, 1980)

Me and My Dad

Mark Burgess, 11 monshwas unsure of the
significance of the ribbon pinned on him by
Doreen Carder, an official at the Shedden Fair
baby contestdowever,dad Tony Burgess, of St.
Thomas, was pleased even though he admitted to
feeling 'a bit out of place' among all the mother
(Circa 1981)

. Myrna and Werner Stoss struck gold i - |
, | twice when their son Craigeft) '
= copped the tPrize (9i 12 months) in
¥y 1983 and daughter Laugeght) won
& the top honours (newborn to 4 month;/ .
A s iN 1984! (Photos: Courtesy of Myrna Stoss)
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Livesto ck

TheseCharlais Cattlevere an attraction at Shedden Fair in4.99

Trainers groom their miniature horses for competition in 1995.
Photcs: Courtesy of the Spicer Family
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Hold on Tight- Paul Sutton, 13, of Dutton appears to be holdinfpr dear
life as he rounds the barrel on his horse Fury during Junior A cloverleaf r

competitions at the 124th annual Shedden Fair in 1978.
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Cattle Shows$ave always been a
traditionalfavourite at Shedden Fair.
In the 1940s and 1950s, area Cattle
Clubs and 4 H competitions were
firmly estatablished in Southwold.

The legacies of legendary Southwold
cattlemen Stewaf€. Brown and
Robert Shore still resonate with the
modern Shedden Fair.

= Wes Stafford takes a keen look at
animals at the 2018 Shedden Fair
competitions

Crawford Farms won Grand and Reserve Champion females at the 2018 Shedden
Fair!!
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Tractor Pulls and Demolition Derbies

Shedden Fair held their first Tractor Pulllia73. Veteran fair
organizers credit Wayne Whalls as a key figure in the success of the
early pulls.

Shirley Longhurst explaingi No mat t er what probl en
with the organization of the competitions, when Wayne and his boys
showed up therewas s ense of cal mé Wayneds |

By the early 1990s, the popularity of the tractor pull became so great, it
outgrew the Shedden Fair and began to operate as a major attraction on
its ownmerrit. Today, The Shedden Tractor Pull draws 6,000 viewers
each Jua.

i el
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Pint-Sized Entry- A novelty
tractorpull classification involving
miniature tractors pulling a small
sled weighted with Currie Silcox of
Shedden and an increasing number
of concrete blocks, preceded the
main events in the tractor pull. Stu
Link, the judge for the pull, runs

¥ beside Richard Smibert, who made
) a full pull of 200 feet(Circa 1976)

Novelty mini tractor pulls and Demolition Derbies are exciting
attractions at modern Shedden Fairs.
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Shedden Fair Queen

The Fair Board crownethe first
ShedderfFair Queenin 1971and

NG HELPS

sewl

Becky Smith, 14, of RR 4, lona 4
Station, received the hono The S
contestants enter various articles in‘g . ::m""'cs
special section of the fair ';, s it ]

competition and the queen is selectg
on the total number of points that sh&
is awarded. Tharticles range from \
baked goods to clothing, and pillowss
Miss Smith is seen here looking at "%
the 'Sew to Save' display.

Over the years, a bevy of Southwold young women earned the
distinction as Queen of Shedden Fair.

Sandy Walker 1975 Chris Rapelje 1978

Mary Vandenbroek 1973
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Fair Queen ChosemMiss Rosemary Braam, y@arold daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Braam of |
1, Southwold, was chosen Queen of the 1972 Shedden Fair.

Pictured, left to right, are Jean Luyks, thiunnerup in the contest; Sandra Simpson, second runn
up; Miss Braam; Anita Verboven, Teen Queen, by virtue of most points in home making judging
Christine Debeck, first runnerp in the Queen competition.

Homemaking Queen Marilyn Carroll, :
president of the ladies division of the Shedden
Fair, crowns Nancy McCallum the 1979 B
Shedden Fair Homemalgnreen Queen. To
Nancy's left is last year's winner, JoAnne
Chamberlain.

The selection of a Fair Queen
transitioned with the times and when
young men applied to enter the .
completion, the winning contestant became known as Shedden Fair
Ambassador.

| /EIL,m lll 19
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With changing times and social values, the event is no longer held.
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